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At American Promise, we are incredibly grateful for the unwavering 
support and dedication of our donors, volunteers, and advocates. Your 
passion and commitment to this bold goal have been instrumental in 
advancing our mission to pass the For Our Freedom Amendment and 
create a more representative democracy.

Each of you brings your unique perspective and story to American 
Promise, and we are grateful you are with us.

Thank You.
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Dear Friends,

As we re�ect on the remarkable progress and achievements of American Promise in 2023, it is evident 
that we have reached a pivotal moment in our journey to pass the For Our Freedom Amendment 
and secure a government that truly represents “We The People.” This past year has demonstrated 
that we are at a tipping point – a critical juncture where our sustained e�orts are yielding signi�cant 
breakthroughs and accelerating momentum towards our goal.

The concept of the “tipping point” is central to understanding the dynamics of social change and 
the success of our strategy. In complex systems, like our political landscape, change often follows a 
nonlinear path. Small actions and incremental progress can accumulate over time, building pressure 
until a critical threshold is reached, and the system rapidly shifts into a new state. This is the essence 
of the tipping point – the moment when the balance of forces tips in favor of transformative change.

At American Promise, we have been diligently working to create the conditions for a tipping point 
where Americans can come together, uni�ed in our resolve to �x our broken and corrupt pay-to-play 
political system. Our strategy is grounded in the principles of complex systems theory, recognizing 
that lasting change requires sustained, multi-faceted e�orts that engage Americans from all walks of 
life and across the political spectrum.

In 2023, the signs of a tipping point were unmistakable. National polling con�rmed that more than 
75% of Americans, regardless of political a�liation, support the For Our Freedom Amendment. Our 
ballot initiatives and resolutions continued to win overwhelming voter approval, with Maine’s Yes on 
Question 2 initiative achieving a record-breaking 86% victory. The media took notice of American 
Promise, with outlets from Politico to NBC News covering our progress and the growing demand for 
change.

These developments signal that we are reaching a critical mass of public awareness, grassroots 
engagement, and political will. The foundation we have laid over the past seven years is now yielding 
exponential returns, as more Americans awaken to the urgent need for constitutional reform to stop 
the toxic in�uence of money in our elections and campaigns.

As we move forward into 2024 and beyond, we stand poised to capitalize on this tipping point 
moment. With 22 states already backing the For Our Freedom Amendment and momentum building in 
Congress, we have a historic opportunity to accelerate our progress and secure the 28th Amendment 
to the Constitution.

But we cannot do it alone. As always, our success depends on the support and dedication of our 

Letter from Je� Clements, CEO
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donors, volunteers, and advocates – the true engine of this historic endeavor. Together, we have 
brought our cause to the brink of a major breakthrough. Now, we must redouble our e�orts, seize this 
tipping point moment, and push forward to victory.

Thank you for being a part of this critical journey to restore our republic. With your continued support, 
we will cross the threshold into a new era of American self-government – one where the voices of the 
people are heard, the integrity of our elections is protected, and the principles of this great country 
are permitted to endure for generations to come.

Onwards,

CEO, AMERICAN PROMISE

AMERICAN PROMISE’S JEFF CLEMENTS, CEO, CENTER; KAITLIN LACASSE, SENIOR 
DIRECTOR, PROGRAMS AND CAMPAIGNS; AND BRIAN BOYLE, CHIEF PROGRAMS 
OFFICER & GENERAL COUNSEL; AT THE 2023 AMERICAN DEMOCRACY SUMMIT

Je� Clements
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Our Organizational Growth in 2023

FUELING THE DRIVE TO VICTORY

Throughout 2023, American Promise experienced signi�cant growth in capacity, thanks to the support 
of our investors and leadership within our ranks. We have been able to take major strides forward in 
our plan to pass and ratify the For Our Freedom Amendment.

American Promise is on an exciting journey, growing quickly from a start-up nonpro�t with a big 
idea into a strategic, well-resourced operation with the top-notch talent and dedication necessary to 
achieve our bold objectives. 

In 2023, we began to build out an expanded leadership management team to join our CEO in 
executing the multi-state, Congressional, and communications strategies to win the necessary vote in 
Congress and rati�cation in three-quarters of the states. We now have executives in place to expertly 
lead our programs, operations and development functions at the organization, and to manage the 
continued growth that is ahead of us. 

This team has set in motion the most sophisticated organizational and political strategic plan in our 
history, one that we believe will allow us to succeed in both Congress and the states. Key details of 
our 50-state plan for success can be found on our updated website, which launched in October 2023.

To date, 22 states have a�rmed their support for the For Our Freedom Amendment. This achievement 

State Successes by the Numbers

22
states

86%
on Maine’s Protect Maine 
Elections ballot initiative

formally backing the 
For Our Freedom 
Amendment

events in Arizona, Maine, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin, and Wyoming

yes votes

Citizen
 Lobby 

Days

6
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has been challenging, and we recognize that securing the next set of states will be equally, if not 
more, demanding. To prepare for success in these additional states, we have established a state-
based structure where we anticipate achieving success in 2024 and beyond.

In 2023, we initiated the growth that has continued in 2024 that ensures that sta� are in place to serve 
the urgent demand of Americans for real reform and successfully execute multiple state “ready-to-
ratify” campaigns at once, maintain a constant presence and pressure in Congress, and build out our 
communications and network approach to reaching Americans around the nation. We brought on 
twelve new sta� members in 2023 to meet that need. 

In addition, American Promise began expanding our Boards and National Advisory Council. Leila 
Blodgett and Christian Nolen joined the boards 
of American Promise and American Promise 
Education Fund, serving on the Development 
Committee and the Governance Committee. In 
addition, Aliya Bhatia, the dynamic Executive 
Director of Vot-ER and Civic Health Month and 
Suzanne Brennan Firstenberg, the acclaimed 
Social Practice Visual Artist who brought the 
COVID memorial to the National Mall, joined our 
Advisory Council. 

These strategic hires and additions to our 
leadership are the beginning of an expansion 
program that has continued in 2024. In our early 
years, we proved the need for our constitutional 
reform and demonstrated that we know how to 
get it done. In 2023, we raised the capital to put 
these new positions in place and validated our 
strategic plan. 

Now American Promise is positioned to e�ectively 
scale our e�orts, expand our reach, and drive 
the necessary progress towards ratifying the For 
Our Freedom Amendment. With a growing team 
of extraordinary talent and dedication, we are well-equipped to tackle the challenges ahead and 
capitalize on the opportunities for success in the coming years.
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Communications Breakthroughs

AMPLIFYING OUR MESSAGE

We recognize the importance of an e�ective and 
consistent communications strategy. In 2023, we 
expanded our communications infrastructure and 
capacity, ampli�ed our message and engaged a 
broader audience. 

This strategic expansion enabled us to launch a fully 
redesigned website, refresh our brand identity, and 
capture the attention of attendees at the American 
Democracy Summit with our For Our Freedom 
Amendment branding takeover. 

We successfully rolled out new social media 
platforms, and made substantial investments in 
data-driven communications technology, allowing 
us to better understand our audience, tailor our 
messaging, and measure the impact of our outreach 
e�orts. 

“More money and bigger war 
chests inevitably lead to more 
corruption, more in�uence 
by dark money interests, 
and less representation by 
everyday Americans. Which is 
why over 89.4% of Americans 
believe that the in�uence of 
money in politics is the major 
threat to our democracy.”

JEFF CLEMENTS, CEO

In response to Q3 2023 Federal Election Commission Filings
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2023 Highlights in the Media

Secured exclusive with POLITICO 
to report on American Promise’s 
foreign money report

Placed an op-ed from Je� 
Clements in The Messenger

Coordinated an interview between 
Je� Clements and the Fulcrum

Released a statement in response 
to Senator Josh Hawley (R-MO) 
introducing the “Ending Corporate 
In�uence on Elections Act of 2023”

Placed an op-ed from Je� 
Clements in the Arizona Republic

NBC News mention of American 
Promise in the context of the Sam 
Bankman-Fried scandal

These advancements have positioned American Promise to e�ectively communicate our vision, 
mobilize support, and drive the change needed to achieve our ambitious goals in the coming years.

To enhance our capabilities to reach more external media, we engaged CLYDE, an external public 
a�airs and communications �rm with experience in cross-partisan work and a proven ability to help 
organizations leverage their successes to gain greater exposure in earned media.

The organization conducted a messaging audit, workshops, feedback sessions, and surveys with 
internal and external core audiences to collect both quantitative and qualitative data.

The culmination of this e�ort was the creation of a messaging playbook, which ensures consistency 
and message discipline across all of our communications as we enter our next stage of growth. 
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Americans looking to make a di�erence fuel American Promise and our strategy to 
pass the For Our Freedom Amendment. That is why we are working in all 50 states to 
gather active support for the For Our Freedom Amendment. 

State-by-State Progress

GRASSROOTS IMPACT

22 states

Congress to propose the 

amendment so far.

4 states

include: Arizona, Maine, 

Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.

WA

OR

CO

NMAZ

MT

IL

VA

NY

ME

WI

VT

NH

MA

NJ
PA

DE

MD

RI

CT

HIAK

NV

CA

WV
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22 states have called on 

Congress to propose the 

amendment so far.

4 American Promise priority 

states include:  Arizona, 

Maine, Pennsylvania, and 

Wisconsin.

Once the amendment passes in Congress, it is sent to the States for 
rati�cation. We are following the path of every successful amendment 
and investing in state based infrastructure to drive progress in 
Congress and prepare for the ultimate rati�cation in the states. 

The success of our campaign does not depend on Washington lobbyists—it depends  
on citizen unity and action: We the People, speaking up and taking action where we live.



Arizona

In May 2023, American Promise sta� 
joined more than �fty citizens newly 
engaging with American Promise at 
our �rst “Arizona Freedom is Brewing” 
event in Phoenix, where they heard 
from:

Je� Clements, American Promise CEO; Kaitlin 
LaCasse, American Promise Senior Director, 
Programs and Campaigns; Jim Rubens, American 
Promise Board Member; Mike Monetta, American 
Promise Director of Mobilization – Advocacy and 
Training; and Isabel Virtue, Arizona resident and 
American Promise Senior Development Coordinator.



Maine

In early May, Protect Maine Elections and American 
Promise volunteers congregated at the Maine State 
House to rally and testify in support of LD 1610, the 
bill Protect Maine Elections had been working on to 
increase transparency in and regulation of election 
spending. Republican and Democratic legislators 
from around the state joined voters and American 
Promise sta� to testify in support. Testimony lasted 
for 2.5 hours, with nearly everyone who testi�ed 
doing so in support of the bill.

On November 7, Maine voters made 
history, voting overwhelmingly in 
favor of the Protect Maine Elections/
Yes on Question 2 initiative, with a 
resounding 86% victory. 

This marks the widest margin of victory 
on a statewide ballot measure in Maine’s 
history. The new law would shut down 
foreign government spending in Maine’s 
elections and empower the State Ethics 
Commission to ensure that members 
of Maine’s Congressional delegation 
actively advance cross-partisan support 
for the For Our Freedom Amendment in 
Congress. 

More than 600 volunteers had nearly 100,000 
conversations with voters, gathered signatures, 
testi�ed at the State House, conducted phone banking, 
and campaigned tirelessly for this resounding win.



Pennsylvania

American Promise made big gains in Pennsylvania 
advancing a cross-partisan resolution in the 
legislature calling on Congress to pass the For Our 
Freedom Amendment. The introduction of the 
measure follows American Promise’s grassroots 
and business network advocacy, an endorsement 
from the highly-respected Committee of 70, and is 
backed by Republican sponsors in the Senate and 
Democratic sponsors in the House. 

Adding to the momentum, 
we hired Matt Powell as 
our Pennsylvania State 
Manager. Matt joins us 
from the Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and 
previously served as Senior 
Legislative Assistant with 
Congressman Tom Marino 
in Washington. 



Wisconsin

In Wisconsin, a cross-partisan, hardworking 
team of American Promise Wisconsin 
volunteers organized two days of meetings 
with dozens of legislators – both Democrats 
and Republicans – in Madison. These 
meetings resulted in numerous productive 
conversations, with many legislators voicing 
support and moving us ever-closer to 
getting Wisconsin “ready to ratify.”

We have also met with several prominent 
Wisconsin business leaders, as well as college 
organizations at Marquette University in 
Milwaukee. These meetings help to strengthen 
our business and Young Americans networks 
in Wisconsin, enabling us to empower citizen 
leaders across key communities. 
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Progress at the Federal Level

GAINING GROUND IN THE CAPITOL

Winning a constitutional amendment requires 
a strategic approach that focuses on both 
state and federal levels. American Promise 
understands this critical path to success. While 
most of our work is concentrated in the states, 
we also need a two-thirds majority vote in 
Congress and rati�cation by three-fourths of 
the states to ultimately prevail. 

We track our progress on both fronts: 22 
states have already expressed their support 
for the For Our Freedom Amendment, and in 
Congress, more than 140 House members and 
41 Senators are co-sponsors of the leading 
Democratic proposal for the amendment. 

With Republican House veteran Jim Dornan 
now serving as our Congressional A�airs 
Director based in Washington, D.C., and 
strong Republican support in our state 
campaigns, we are in active conversations 
that we believe will convert to strong support 
for a Republican proposal for the amendment 
in 2024-25, and a successful vote to follow 
debate about the di�erent proposals.

A powerful endorsement of the For Our Freedom Amendment came from Republican State Senator 
Rick Bennett (ME) and former Republican State Senator Jim Rubens (NH), who provided compelling 
written testimony before Congress. As self-proclaimed “constitutional originalists,” their support 
highlights the amendment’s cross-partisan appeal and its alignment with the Founders’ vision of 
representative self-government. The continued backing from conservative leaders like Rubens and 
Bennett e�ectively challenges the misconception that campaign �nance reform is a partisan issue, 
helping to build a broad-based coalition in favor of change.

In addition, Senator Josh Hawley (R-MO) introduced the “Ending Corporate In�uence on Elections 
Act of 2023,” yet another demonstration of the need for solutions to tackle the concentrated power 
of global corporations and out-of-control money in our elections. Senator Hawley’s bill proposed 

Proposal by 2/3 of 
both the Senate and the House

Achieving this 
amendment requires:

of the state legislatures

RATIFICATION

1

2
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prohibiting publicly traded corporations from using Super 
PACs and so-called “independent spending” to in�uence 
elections. 

“As Senator Hawley recognized, the Supreme Court’s 
decisions on corporations and money in politics cannot 
be squared with the Constitution as originally understood 
by the Framers or by Americans ever since,” said Brian 
Boyle, American Promise’s Chief Programs O�cer & 
General Counsel. “It will take an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution to permanently �x the disaster unleashed 
by the Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens United and 
other campaign �nance cases.” JIM DORNAN, 

DIRECTOR OF 
CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS

BRIAN BOYLE,
CHIEF PROGRAMS OFFICER 
AND GENERAL COUNSEL

“Based on our experience as citizens, business 
owners, and state legislators, we strongly support 
the amendment being championed by American 
Promise – the For Our Freedom Amendment – as 
the best constitutional solution to repair the yawning 
trust de�cit between the American people and their 
elected o�cials. 

In a nutshell, the amendment would empower 
Congress and the States to pass campaign �nance laws without being second-
guessed at every turn by the Supreme Court. The amendment recognizes what 
everyday Americans already know: that issues of campaign �nance and election 
spending are really policy questions that should be decided by the people 
and their representatives – not by the courts through specious, anti-factual 
interpretations of the Constitution.”

 CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY 

 Hearing: 

 “American Confidence in Elections: 

 Protecting Political Speech” 

 Testimony before the Committee on House Administration 

 United States House of Representatives 

 May 11, 2023 

 Joint Testimony of: 

 State Senator Jim Rubens 

 Board Member, American Promise 

 Former Republican State Senator 

 in New Hampshire 

 State Senator Rick Bennett 

 Current Republican State Senator 

 in Maine 

 Former President of the Maine State Senate 

STATE SENATOR RICK BENNETT’S (R-ME) AND FORMER STATE SENATOR JIM RUBENS’ 
(R-NH) TESTIMONY EXCERPT ENTITLED, “AMERICAN CONFIDENCE IN ELECTIONS: 
PROTECTING POLITICAL SPEECH.
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Growing Our Movement 

BI-PARTISAN SUPPORT NATIONWIDE

Millions of Americans have voted in American 
Promise ballot initiatives, gathered signatures at 
state fairs and farmers markets, met with their 
lawmakers at citizen lobby days, posted on social 
media, or traveled to our annual conferences or 
local events. 
In a divided time in the country, we and our 
volunteers are inspired and encouraged to work 
together with so many Americans who see the 
dangerous crisis and are determined to win a 
historic constitutional solution.
Your contributions have enabled us to provide the 
resources, training, and tools our volunteers need 
to e�ectively advocate for the For Our Freedom 
Amendment in their communities.

American Promise is 
committed to serving 
every American who 
wants to help pass 
and ratify the For Our 
Freedom Amendment. 
We bridge divides 
and foster authentic, 
inspiring cross-partisan 
conversations and action 
across the country, both 
in person and online. →

2023 was a big year. Let’s review some of the 
critical ways we made an impact.     ———→
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Conservative Political 
Action Conference (CPAC)

In 2023, American Promise 
sta� members and Board 
member Jim Rubens attended 
the Conservative Political 
Action Conference in 
Washington, D.C. The multi-
day event was attended by 
both conservative activists 
and elected o�cials. 

Our team engaged in many 
positive conversations with 
conservative Americans 
who were either already 
enthusiastic supporters of 
our amendment or deeply 
concerned about the growing 
in�uence of money in 
elections.
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We recognize the urgent national need to address the 
in�uence of money in campaigns and the importance 
of the For Our Freedom Amendment, and the American 
public continues to seek proof that public sentiment 
aligns with our cause.

The launch of the Research + 
Polling page on our website has 
provided a valuable resource for 
educating the public about the growing in�uence of money in 
politics and the overwhelming support for change. The page 
features our original research reports, such as the “UnCommon 
Wealth 2.0” report on campaign spending in Pennsylvania and 
“The Problem of Foreign Money in 
Politics” report, which highlights how 
foreign interests are spending massive 
amounts to in�uence U.S. elections. 

By making this research accessible to the public, American 
Promise has helped increase understanding of the complex 
issues surrounding campaign �nance and build support for 
reform. As more people become aware of the extent of the 
problem and the viable solutions we o�er, our organization 
moves closer to achieving widespread recognition of our 
mission.

of Americans believe 
that the in�uence 

of money in politics 
is a threat to our 

democracy.

89.4%
Research
and Polling
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Mobilizing The
Legal Community

Other Briefs:

American Promise was invited to participate 
in an academic symposium organized by 
the Brennan Center entitled “Constitutional 
Amendments: Time to Rethink?” Our CEO 
Je� Clements took the stage with leading scholars, marking a new level of inclusion 
and indicating that our work to pass a constitutional amendment across the country 
is being taken seriously.

Our participation in this event demonstrated once again that hearing true stories 
about Americans working together across political divides can challenge the 
narrative that we are “too divided” to make signi�cant change. Scholars are 
recognizing that we’re in a constitutional moment in America, and sought out 
American Promise to provide our perspective on the path forward for change. 

We are at a tipping point where legal scholars, who have traditionally been 
skeptical about the chances of amending the Constitution, are beginning to realize 
that it is time to get behind American Promise’s constitutional solution.

As a further demonstration of American 
Promise’s footing in the broader legal 
community, we submitted a working 
paper to the American Bar Association 
Task Force on Democracy, highlighting 
the need for a constitutional amendment 
to address the structural factors 
undermining Americans’ con�dence and 
participation in self-government, entitled 
“A Constitutional Amendment to Address 
the Corrosive In�uence of Money in the 
American Political System.”

Brian Boyle, 
chief programs 
o�cer and 
general 
counsel, 
presented 
to ASU - 
Arizona State 
University’s 
Center for 
Constitutional 
Design at ASU 
Law. 
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American Promise sta� and 
volunteer leaders were featured 
on four panels that unpacked 
the crisis of corruption and the 
For Our Freedom constitutional 
solution:

•	 One Size Does Not Fit All: 
Leveraging Federalism For 
Freedom

•	 The Constitution Still 
Belongs to Us: A New 
Amendment Era is Here

•	 The For Our Freedom 
Amendment: In the States 
and Across America

•	 Amending the Constitution: 
An Inside Look at our 
Strategy, Tactics and 
Methods

Many thanks to RepresentUS for 
organizing this powerful event.

Leadership at the American 
Democracy Summit

In September 2023, we co-hosted 1,000 attendees at the 
American Democracy Summit in Los Angeles with America’s 
leading non-partisan reform organizations. We held a pre-
conference Leadership Dinner to bring together our investors, 
thought leaders and partners, and hear from leadership what’s 
next for American Promise and the country. 

Bringing Americans together across geographic, political, 
and demographic di�erences is core to American Promise’s 
mission and our strategy to win. Our acclaimed National 
Citizen Leadership Conference does this each year in 
Washington, D.C., and we do it regularly in American 
communities with our Freedom is Brewing events  
around the country.



24 2023 Annual Report

In May 2023, New York Times internation-
ally bestselling author, script and screen-
play writer, and political activist Gregg 
Hurwitz joined our Leadership Speaker 
Series. This forum highlights the thoughts 
and ideas of innovators driving forward 
the For Our Freedom Amendment and positive 
change for all Americans. In his talk, “Writing the Next 
Chapter: How We Secure a Better Future for All,” Hurwitz 
discussed writing, e�ectively communicating in politics, 
and bridging seemingly insurmountable hyper-partisan 
divides. The recording of this dynamic conversation is 
available on our website. 

In October, we spoke with author and 
award-winning social entrepreneur Shalyn 
Romney Garrett, co-author of “The 
Upswing: How America Came Together 

a Century Ago and How We Can Do It 
Again.” Romney Garrett discussed how, a 

century ago, Americans responded to a wave of 
corruption, injustice, war, pandemic, and political division 
and violence by ratifying four constitutional amendments, 
passing lasting structural reform, and rebuilding the moral 
and spiritual foundation of the country. She demonstrated 
how American Promise’s approach can help Americans 
achieve similar progress today. 

In December, we had another great 
conversation in our 2023 Speaker Series, 
featuring Trevor Potter, President of 
Campaign Legal Center, counsel to the late 
Senator John McCain, former Chairman of 
the Federal Election Commission, and a member 
of the American Promise Advisory Council and leadership 
community.

American Promise Speaker Series

“People are beat down. So 
to be a voice to say, ‘Hey, 
you feel helpless, you feel 
nothing you can do matters. 
What if we could identify 
one thing for you to do that 
�icks over the �rst domino 
for change to start to re-
claim the country? That one 
thing that has the biggest 
e�ect on all other [issues], 
and we have both conserva-
tives and liberals on board 
with it.’ Would you want to 
know what that one thing 
is?”

Gregg Hurwitz
New York Times Bestselling Author



25 2023 Annual Report

David Nevins Bridging Fund 
and Fellowship

In 2023, American Promise was thrilled to launch the David Nevins 
Bridging Fund and Fellowship, made possible by the generous 
support of Bridge Alliance co-founder David Nevins. These 
initiatives will strengthen American Promise’s partnerships with 
Bridge USA, Bridge Alliance, and other nonpartisan/cross-partisan 
organizations and networks, enabling us to more e�ectively 
achieve our mission and engage more young Americans in our 
impactful work of civic healing and constitutional change.

The David Nevins Fellowship provided funding for a one-year 
position for a recent college graduate to join the American 
Promise sta� as the Young Americans Network Coordinator. 
This role is responsible for managing the recruitment, promotion, 
and support for young Americans participating in the National 
Citizen Leadership Conference and Citizen Lobby Day, as well as 
expanding our national network of young Americans engaged in 
American Promise’s work across the country.

We were proud to utilize this fellowship to hire Grace Hall as our 
Young Americans Network Coordinator. Based in Atlanta, Georgia, 
Grace is a native of the state and a graduate of the University of 
Georgia. 

The David Nevins Bridging Fund and Fellowship have been 
instrumental in expanding our reach and engaging the next 
generation of leaders in our work to pass the For Our Freedom 
Amendment and create a more representative democracy.

BY THE NUMBERS:

Three student scholarship 
recipients joined American 
Promise sta� at the American 
Democracy Summit in Los 
Angeles.

Thanks to the David Nevins 
Bridging Fund, we successfully 
launched the Young Americans 
Network, which has already 
made a signi�cant impact:

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED

UNIVERSITIES 
VISITED

3

2
American Promise sta� visited 
Arizona State University and 
Marquette University to engage 
with college students and 
spread awareness about our 
mission.

The Young Americans Network 
landing page serves as a hub of 
information to empower young 
people to say no to pay-to-play 
politics.

WEBSITE PAGE 
LAUNCHED1



26 2023 Annual Report

In 2023, American Promise launched the Ambassador Program, an innovative initiative that empowers our 
most dedicated supporters to become active advocates for the For Our Freedom Amendment within their 
personal networks. Our ambassadors play a crucial role in expanding our community of investors and building 
the capacity necessary to achieve our constitutional solution.

American Promise Ambassadors are individuals with a deep connection to our work and an unwavering 
belief in the importance of the For Our Freedom Amendment. They go above and beyond their �nancial 
contributions by actively spreading the word to their peers – who learn about, support and invest in our cause.

Throughout 2023, American Promise Ambassadors hosted over 25 events, often opening their homes 
to friends and family members. These gatherings provided a platform for us to engage with hundreds of 
interested individuals who we might not have otherwise had the opportunity to connect with, allowing us to 
share our mission and the signi�cance of the For Our Freedom Amendment.

The Ambassador Program is a unique and powerful tool that allows our most passionate funders to maximize 
their impact by leveraging their time, connections, and resources. By focusing on building and strengthening 
relationships with people who already have a connection to American Promise, this program puts American 
Promise in a position to exponentially increase our community of investors and optimize our resources.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our American Promise Ambassadors for their tireless e�orts in expanding 
our network of supporters. Your dedication is instrumental in propelling us forward on our path to ratifying the 
For Our Freedom Amendment.

“I’m at a point in my career and in my life where I am able to give back. I care 
deeply about a number of issues. But what I realized is that every issue one 
cares about is severely impacted at the policy level. At the end of the day, 
anything that’s going to happen happens at the policy level. And right now, 
everything is being in�uenced by the massive amounts of money in politics. 
So the voice of the people, our votes, are being drowned out by special 
interests and big money. 

And what is so great about American Promise is that it’s the �rst time in a 
long time I have heard a message of hope (and promise!). Bringing back limits 
to campaign �nancing and thereby bringing back the vote and the voice of 
the people just resonated so much with me. I thought, this really is one of the 
biggest issues of our time. Its success will impact everything we care about. 
This is such a no brainer!”

Leila Blodgett
Board Member and Chair of the Ambassador Program

Ambassador Program

AN INNOVATIVE INITIATIVE
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As we look back on the remarkable achievements of 2023, it is clear that American Promise has reached a 
pivotal moment in our journey to pass the For Our Freedom Amendment and secure a government that truly 
represents “We The People.” The signs of a tipping point are undeniable – from the overwhelming public 
support for our cause to the growing bipartisan momentum in Congress and the states.

None of this progress would have been possible without the unwavering support and dedication of our donors, 
volunteers, and advocates. Your generosity and passion have been the driving force behind our success, 
enabling us to expand our reach, deepen our impact, and bring our cause to the brink of a major breakthrough.

As we move forward into 2024 and beyond, we stand poised to capitalize on this tipping point moment 
and secure the 28th Amendment to the Constitution. But we cannot do it alone. We must continue to work 
together, united in our resolve to create a democracy that truly represents the will of the people, free from the 
corrupting in�uence of money in politics.

Thank you for being a part of this historic endeavor. With your continued support, we will cross the threshold 
into a new era of American democracy – one where every voice is heard, every vote counts, and the promise 
of self-governance is ful�lled.

The Road Ahead

Together, We Will Make History.

ONWARD TO VICTORY
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2023 Contributions

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

MULTI-YEAR COMMITMENTS

American Gift Fund

Jarratt Applewhite

Liz Awalt and John Conley

Carol Beebe

Nancy and Michael Beebe

The William C. Bullitt Foundation

John Clements and Thula Ngwenyama

Marilyn Clements

The Clements Foundation

Cheryl Clyburn Crawford

Megan Dickman-Renard and Alex Renard

The Smith Kushmerick Family Fund

Jason Ford

David Friedman and Paulette Meyer

Gaia Fund

Kate Gulliver and Sam Spirn

Nancy Heselton and Je� Clements

Lindsay and Steven Kafka

Persis Levy Family Fund

Jack McBride

Lela Means

Terence Meehan and Montie Mills Meehan

Lucas Milliken

Christian Nolen and Sue Denny

Mary and John E. Palmer

Gov. Deval Patrick

Susan and Jim Rubens

Susan and Beau Ryan

Ann-Frans Van Vliet and Thomas Van Dyck

John and Kim Wass

Linzee Weld

The Why Not Initiative

Debra Winger and Arliss Howard

$100,000+

American Gift Fund

Leila Blodgett and Fred Maynard

The Clements Foundation

Marilyn Clements

Megan Dickman-Renard and Alex Renard

John and Jeanne Esler

Nancy Heselton and Je� Clements 

Gaia Fund

Mary P. Oenslager Foundation

Lela Means

Terence Meehan and Montie Mills Meehan

Christian Nolen and Sue Denny

The Smith Kushmerick Family Fund

Wallace Global Fund

$25,000-$99,999

Beatrice Ren�eld Foundation

John Conley and Liz Awalt

Jane Carroll and Leo Arnaboldi

Carol Beebe

Nancy and Michael Beebe

John Clements and Thula Ngwenyama

Cloud Mountain Foundation

Derek Cressman and Deniz Tuncer

The Davis/Dauray Family Fund

David Friedman and Paulette Meyer

Kate Gulliver and Sam Spirn

Lindsay and Steven Kafka

David Nevins

Mary and John E. Palmer

Park Foundation Inc

Matt Patsky and Jun Untulan

Leo Sprecher

John and Kim Wass

The Why Not Initiative

Debra Winger and Arliss Howard

Patty and William Zimmerman
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$10,000-$24,999

Bear and Pam Albright

Sarah Baker and Tim Albright

John and Johanna Boynton

Joan Brooks and James Garrels

Timothy and Sara Cabot 

Ali Carlson

Eileen and John Esler

Tom and Jill French

Rick and Lisa Frisbie

Robert Higgins

Eden and Ben Levy

Michael McQueeney

Wil Merck and Nonie Brady

Gov. Deval Patrick

Drew Pomerance

Prince Family Foundation

Deborah and Chuck Royce

Susan and Jim Rubens

Susan and Beau Ryan

Paula and Jeremy Sager

Gregg Stone

Synovus Trust Company

$1,000-$9,999

Peter Appleby and Stephanie Raia

Donald Bender

Mark and Deborah Blackman

Thomas and Judy Bullitt

Sharon Bush and Robert Murray

Cheryl Clyburn Crawford

Carolyn and Andy Co�n

Cottage Bridge Foundation

Cushman Prouvost Family Gift Fund

David B. Lynch Foundation

William Dingus

Jack Doty

Ann and David Drumm

Kevin Dutt and Toni Hicks 

Julita and Rob Eleveld

Randi and Andrew Feinberg

Jason Ford

Adam and Claire Forkner

Wyatt Gar�eld

Jack Garraty and Elise Frick

Sam and Charlotte Gesten

Claire and Ken Gibbs

Je� and Molly Goodman

Greater Washington Community Foundation

John Gri�en and Annie Zaldastani

Michael Hanauer

Peter and Susan Helie

Debra Helper

Betty and George Heselton

Frank Hobbs and Martha Rees

Peter Hornbeck

Marion Hunt

Deborah Kay and James Dittmar

Brigitte and Hal Kingsbury

Laura and Ken Knipmeyer

Steven Koltai

David Landis and Sean Dowdall

Carolyn Lattin

Evangeline Lilly

Lorry and John Luikart

Nathaniel Maynard

Jack McBride

Kathy Metcalfe and Lang Wheeler

Marcia Morris and Arnold Hiatt

Rob and Liz Morrison

Kathryn Nelson

Kathryn and Michael O’Donnell

Tia and Tom Parker

Margaret Parker

Paul D. Schurgot Foundation

San Francisco Foundation

Arthur Selkowitz

Don and Teckie Shackleford

Neal and Jennifer Simon

Stelling Speirn and Diana Aviv

Bonnie and Robert Stapleton

The William C Bullitt Foundation

Elizabeth H. Wilson

Jill Wittels

Jennifer Wohlander

Matt Woodward

Alexander Zaldastani
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$999 AND UNDER

David Abney

Je� Adams

Patricia and John Adams

Ginger Alden

Anne Arjani

Susan Ash

Richard Asimus

Nancy Ayotte

William and Susan Babcock

Paula Bacon

Scott Bailey

Joeth Barlas

Susan and Sam Barnard

Victoria Barnes

Miles Barnett

Judith Basso

Steven Bathory-Peeler

Peter Baxter

Tom Beaton

Louisa Beckett

Daniel Beeman

Christiaan Beeuwkes

Angela Bellacosa

Daniela Bennion

Bruce Berlin

Nathaniel and Jewelle Bickford

August Bleske

Mark Bono

Maggie and Rustam Booz

Michael Bowe

Brian Boyle

James Boyle

Trudy Bradley

Mark Brakke

Dawn Brewer

Bill Bridgman

Mark Briggs

Nick Brunner

John and Laurie Bullard

Gary Bulmer

Andrew Burford

Rebecca Busby

Judith Butler

Kevin Butter�eld

Elaine Butterfoss

Kristin Canty

Brian Carr

Will Carroll and Diane Krantz

Donna Carswell

Liza F. Carter

Amy Cartmell

Charles Cassidy

Mary Chambers

JoLyn Chappell

William Child

Jennifer Christian

Lonnie Chunn

Lela Clark

Susan Clark

Martha Coakley

Richard Codding

Renee Cohen

Dorothy Cole

Todd Connor

Katherine Coster

Jim Crist

Joseph Cristofalo

Richard and Barbara Currier

Robert Datz

Suzanne Daulerio

Bill Davison

Mark Davison

Michael Deal

Dan Del Zoppo

Jim and Pam Demetroulakos

Je�rey Dickler

Jeanne Doremus

Elizabeth Doty and Je�rey Beeman

Donald Double

John Doyle

Linda Drapela

Marc Rubenstein and Jill Hai

Pamela Eakes

Cheryl Eames

Andrea Eichler

John Eisner

Jack Elam

Darlene Elkins

Clark Elliott
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Katharine Ellis

Anne and Je� Elton

Rob Everts

Diane Faissler

John Fay

Benjamin Feinberg

David H. Ferris

Devra Feshbach-Meriney

Leah Field

Jonathan Field

Ruth Firestone

Alice and Jon Flint

Frances Forte-Gomolson

Russ Franco

Doug Fried

Richard Frost and Emily Bloch

Kathleen Funck

Gary Gaddis

Michael Gallagher

Jane Gallagher

Gene and Mary Kay Gardner

Michelle and Peter Garrett

John and Annkatrine Gates

Joseph Geldhof

Brandon Gigous

Lori Gill-Pazaris and James Pazaris

Lion Goodman

Joseph Goodwin

Dennis Grannen

Peggy Green-Ernst

Alison Green-Smith

Thomas and Maria Gross

Sarah and Daniel Gubits

Rick Guidelli

John Gulliver

Mary Lee Guthrie

Rolf Hahne

Sharman Haley

Jere Halligan

Linda Haring

Travis Harris

Kenneth Harter

Liz Harvey

John Hauwiller

Mary Heard

Sandi Hebley

Charles Henkle

Marie HenselderKimmel

John Henson

James Herrick

Judith Hikes

Beverly Hill

Carl Homstad

Je� Hood

Daniel Hope

Steve Hopkins

David Hopkins

Hazel Hopkins

James Horton

Billy Howard

Richard Hubbard

Philip Huber

Barbara Hughes

Rebecca Hughes

Dale Hulst

Mina Huner

Gordon Huth

Livia Imada

Debra Irish

Leon and Amanda Jackson

Audrey Ja�e

Dongming Jin

Sally Johnson

Ben Johnson

David Jones

Diane Jones

Pamela Jorgensen

Gunnar Kaasa

Mark Kacik

Susan Kazanas

Pamela Kelsey

Carol Kerr

Floyd Kershner

William Kilmartin

William King

Richard Klinger

Lori Klooster

Ted Knapke

Dennis Knight

Usula Korneitchouk

David Koss

Harold Kovac

Roberta Kovacic

John Kowal
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Randall Krebs

Robert and Susan Kresek

Judy and Robert Krumme

Konrad Kummli

Marcie LaBelle

Mark Labine

Kaitlin LaCasse

William and Lucy LaCasse

Henry LaClair

Pat Lambert

Laura Lane

Rick LaRue

Sarah and Seth Lederman

Suzanne Leich

Dorothea Leicher

Elizabeth Lewis

Ben Ligon

Jerry and Louise Lloyd

William and Christina Logan

Dennis Lottero

Henry Loughlin

Linda Lovell

Ann Lowry

Geo�rey and Ruth Lull

Ken M.

Jane Mackey

Michael Macklin

Virginia And Jon Madsen

Canon Maggi

David Mann

Barry Markey

Rob and Mary Marra

Judith C. Marriner

Paul Marshall

Gregory Mathiesen

Frederick Maynard and Julia He�el�nger

Tina Mazzei

Barbara McCarthy

Sharon McCarthy

Mark McEver

James McGuire

Henry McHenry

Mary McKenna

Carol Meer

Berta Meserve

Kiera Michaud

Shazia Miller

Barbara and Stephen Miller

Terry Miller

Joyce E. Mims

Peter Miovic

Victoria Mitchell

Brian Mohoric

Tim Moore

Claire Morse

Margaret Mosher

Valerie Murphy

Patricia Murphy

Judy Nagel

Matt Nagy

Karen Nelson

Harry Newell

Tim Nickson

Jan Nishimura

John Novinson

Patrick O.
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Paul and Marilyn O’Rourke

Kate and Rick Olney

Julie Olsen

Omidyar Group

Robert Oneal

Shoshana Osofsky

Temi Owoyemi

Harold and Claudia Pachios

Srikanth Paloju

David Parker

Maja Paumgarten and John Parker

Don Paxton

Peter Pease

George Penn

Christy Pennoyer

Joseph Podorsek

Patty and Christopher Popov

Mary Porter

Dan Powdermaker

Michael Quinlan

Dr. Chuck and Sandy Radis

Douglas Rand

Kim Rasmussen

Peter and Alanna Rathbone

Sherry Reisner

Lori Reubenstein

Robert Richie

Donald Richitt

Kathleen Riley

Judy K. Ringo

Margaret Shean Ris

Janet Rivard

Margaret Robbins

Steven Roby

Martha Rodgers

Sig Roos and Ruthie Rohde

David and Toby Smith Ropeik

Patricia Ann Rose

Delilah Rothenberg

Patricia Schmitz

Yvonne Schroeder

Marcia Scowcroft

Kath Sercu

Burak Sezen

Raza Shaikh

Roy Shapiro

Carol Shuckra

Tom Simes

Amazon Smiles

Lynne Smith

Michael Smith

Cathleen Smith

Joe Smyth

Ishwari Sollohub

Joshua Sondheimer

John Soper

Alice Speers

Anne Starr

Quinton Stevens

Janice Stone

Rob Straus

Paul Sullivan
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Marla Svoboda and Michael Dean

Joanna Symmonds

Robert J. Tabor

Joseph Tanzini

Kathryn Tasto

Mary Taugher

Emily Taylor

Chartis Tebbetts

Lois Thomas

Steve Thorpe

Martha Toth

Ti�any Trautwein

Gregory Tucker

Walter Ullrich

Toni Vakos

Fred Van Deusen

Viktor Vejins and Libby Kurten

Virginia Vincenti

Ellen Vliet Cohen

Robin Walden

David Walker

Edward Wallace

Beverly Walsh

Geo�rey Walter

Sally Walther

Michelle Webber

Kimberly Webster

Jeanne Weidner

Ransome Weis

James Weygand

Mary White

Jondi Whitis

John Whitman

Karen Wickre

Judy Wicks

Tom Williams

Matthew Wiseman

Jacqueline Yakubowski

Lawrence Yelen

Mr and Mrs Dick Zobel
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The majority of our community’s donations goes directly to funding our programming which allows 
both the short-term delivery of our strategy and the long-term infrastructure development needed to 
win the amendment. We are proud to receive the highest rating from Charity Navigator and Candid 
for e�ectiveness and transparency. 

Financials

BY THE NUMBERS

Revenue 
$6,343,470

Expenses 
$4,150,035

2023 Expenses by Type2023 Revenue & Expenses

Programs 
$2,657,829

Fundraising 
$523,050

Administration 
$960,156



33 Bradford Street 
Concord, MA 01742 

978.254.6275

americanpromise.net
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